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For more sources of information on this topic visit:  
ST. CLAIR COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT www.scchealth.co 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES www.michigan.gov/mdhhs   
ST. CLAIR COUNTY COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH www.scccmh.org  

 

 

  
 
 
 

What is synthetic marijuana? 

Synthetic marijuana is a mixture of dried herbs and spices sprayed with chemicals that, 
when smoked, create a high similar to THC, the main active ingredient in marijuana. 
“Spice” and “K2” are two popular names for these products.  

How is it packed? 

Synthetic marijuana is usually sold as dried leaves in a small bag. It is often labeled as incense, potpourri, or herbal 
smoking blend. It is sold under a variety of brand names including K2, Spice, Genie, Yucatan Fire, King Krypto, Mr. 
Nice Guy, K-3, Red Magic, Blueberry Medication, Super Skunk, Black Mamba, Bliss, Bombay Blue, and Zohai. The 
Children’s Hospital of Michigan Poison Control Center (PCC) has noticed the use of newer products that “claim” to 
be stronger. Their name contains an “X” such as “11X,” indicating higher potency. Package labeling often warns 
consumers that is not for human consumption.  

Why do people smoke synthetic marijuana and what are the dangers? 

The drug is smoked to get high. Since it was first sold legally at convenience stores, gas stations, and “head shops,” 
it may be thought of as a legal or “safe” high. Patients are presenting to emergency departments with elevated 
heart rates and blood pressure, drowsiness, agitation, hallucinations, seizures, tremors (shaking), vomiting, 
paranoia, and loss of physical control. There has been on related death in Michigan. The long-term health effects 
are not fully known.  

How many people are using synthetic marijuana? 

In 2011, 11% of U.S. high school seniors reported using synthetic marijuana in the past year. The Michigan Poison 
Control Center collects data on exposures called in by the general public and health care providers. Nationwide 
and in Michigan, the number of reported synthetic marijuana exposures has gone up. In 2011, there were 6,995 
cases in the U.S. and 224 in Michigan.  

Is this product illegal? 

In October 2010, seven artificial chemicals (JWH-018, JWH-200, JWH-250, CP-47, 497, HU-210) were made illegal 
in Michigan with penalties similar to marijuana possession.  Products that contain one or more of these chemicals 
are illegal. However, as new formulas or versions of these drugs are marketed, they may contain chemicals not 
covered by the current law. On June 6, 2012, the St. Clair County Health Department issued a public health 
“Emergency Order” to local retailers and distributors to withdraw this product from point of sale or distribution in 
St. Clair County.  

What if I have more questions about this product? 

The Michigan Poison Control Center is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to answer medical questions or 
concerns related to poisoning events:  Hotline is: 1-800-222-1222. For more information or services for mental 
health and substance use disorders contact: Community Mental Health 1-888-225-4447.  

To report sales or distribution of this Product:  Contact your local law enforcement office.  
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